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Conferences and seminars are occasions which provide opportunities for a free 
and fair exchange of views and ideas, and the less formal they are, the more purpose- 
ful. they can be, because they may help to create 607 homie and spread the spirit of 
goodwill and understanding among all the participants. Recently there were two such 
Occasions which came off during the last days in the month of August. These were a 
meeting of the Assistant State Organising Commissioners and a Workshop of the District 
Commissioners and District Secretaries. For both these events a great deal of spadework’ 
had to be done and many hours of hard work put in by the team of concerned Commis- 
sioners at the State Headquarters, collecting facts and figures, sorting them out and 
preparing statistical analyses of meaningful data. The time allotted for discussions 
during the two-day sessions for the Assistant State Organising Commissioners was 
perhaps just sufficient to probe into the details of facts and keep all the relevant data, 
together with preliminary notes which they prepared, ready for discussions by the District 
Commissioners and the Secretaries of the District Associations on the third day at their 
Workshop. Anextra day for the Workshop would have, we believe, greatly added to its 
usefulness. 


Soon after the opening session in the forenoon when the District Commissioners 
and Secretaries had their briefing on the purpose of the Workshop, they assembled in 
separate groups according to the districts, and it was really a sight to watch these groups 
getting down to the task in such a thoroughly business-like manner to thrash out the 
problems and draw up a working scheme, a Ten-Year Development Plan for Scouting and 
Guiding in the State. It is hoped that something really worthwhile and tangible will emerge 
out of the discussions at the Workshop and that we may proceed next to implement the Plan 
on the basis of a systematic expansion of the Movement from the point of view of numbers, 
ensuring at the same time a qualitative improvement of the standards and grades of 
efficiency reached by our Scouts and Guides. So really the work begins hereafter and 
the months ahead should reveal to us how far the follow-up of the Development Plan 
would go in a practical way. 


Judged by any yardstick both the meetings were a great success. Brief reports 
of the meeting of the Assistant State Organising Commissioners and of the Workshop for 
Commissioners and Secretaries appear in this issue. 


All participants at the Workshop, we feel assured, were happy that they could 
come and contribute their mite to evolve a plan for development. We are also sure that 
those who could not come are sorry that they could not come. 


District Commissioners and Secretaries 


Workshop 


SSI aoe cn nee eee 


The District Commissioners (S and G) 
and Secretaries assembled at a Workshop 
Organised by the State Headquarters at 
the Municipal Council Hall in Davangere 
on Saturday, the 30th August 1980. The 
Joint District Secretaries and the Assistant 
State Organising Commissioners (S and G) 
also participated at the sessions of the 
Workshop. 


Sri A. D. Anandan, the State Secre- 
tary acted as the Director of the Workshop 
and presided over the opening session. 
The State Chief Commissioner Sri Kondajji 
Basappa inaugurated the Workshop and, 
in the course of his opening address to the 
Commissioners and Secretaries, invited 
their attention to the fact that Scouting and 
Guiding had not reached even 1% of the 
boy-girl population in the State and 
Stressed the need for preparing and 
executing a well-drawn up plan to intro- 
duce Scouting and Guiding in every school 
in the State. He pointed out that the 
present Workshop had been organised 
with this aim in view and invited all the 
Commissioners and Secretaries to Join 
hands in implementing a Ten-Year Deve- 
lopment Plan to achieve our purpose. 


Dr. S.B.Kausik, Headquarters Com- 
missioner for Research and Development 
formally presented his report prepared on 
behalf of the Research and Development 
Cell and made brief references, in a 
comparative analysis of facts, to the 
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qualitative and quantitative aspects of 
Scouting and Guiding in the several 
Districts of the State. 


A Workshop group busy drawing up plans for 
Development 


Sri S. Audikesavalu, State Organising 
Commissioner (S) and Smt. Hamida 
Rahman, State Organising Commissioner 
(G) presented the census analysis of Scouts 
and Guides in the State and a comparative 
statement of Scout and Guide units as 
against the number of schools and pointed 
out that even a casual perusal of the 
statement revealed that we _have not 
covered even 1% of the school-going 
children of different age groups. 


Next, the State Treasurer Sri K. B. 
Shanmukhappa talked on fund raising and 
suggested several ways and means of 
getting funds required for the activities of 
Scouts and Guides in the District 
Associations. Contd. on Page 9 


Pleasant Message of Service 
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The strength and appeal of Scouting 
derive from the fact that the Movement 
is great fun, with outdoor camp life, and 
the scope for service to the community 
and the development of one‘s own 
personality and leadership qualities. 


A world family of one of the largest 
uniformed youth force, transcending 
national barriers, the Movement is founded 
on the pledge, ‘’On my honour, | promise 
to do my best to do my duty to God and 
my country, to help other people at all 
times, to obey the Scout-Guide law.’’ 


The founders of the Movement, Lord 
and Lady Baden-Powell, are no more, but 
the creative international force they trigg- 
ered lives on, with the member nations 
adapting the tenets of the Movement to 
suit their local genius. 


Inspiring the young people to realise 
their full physical, intellectual and spiritual 
potentialities as individuals as respon- 
sible citizens and as members of their 
local, national and International commu- 
nities, the Movement is fashioned to make 
a good Samaritan of every Scout. 


Scouting in India, dominated by 
people like Madan Mohan Malaviya and 
Annie Besant, has had its ups and downs 
and ultimately emerged as a unified force 
under the label of the Bharat Scouts & 
Guides, a national organisation sustained 
by a network of State units. 


Karnataka’s contribution to the Scout 
Movement has been acknowledged to be 
praiseworthy. Today, the State unit is a 
force of some 50,000 Scouts and Guides 
with an impressive 60-year history. 


The Movement was nurtured under 
the direct patronage of the members of 
the Mysore Royal family. The late Yuva- 
raja of Mysore, Kanteerava Narasimharaja 
Wadiyar, was the first State Chief Scout, 
while his son, later Maharaja Jayachama- 
raja Wadiyar, was the Chief Cub. 


The Movement since it was started in 
the State in 1918, has been guided by a 
long line of distinguished administrators, 
Government functionaries and men and 
women in public life, who themselves 
donned the uniform and gave of their valu- 
able time in building up the Movement. 


The Chief Minister of the day is the 
President of the State unit which is run 
on an annual budget of Rs. 10 lakhs from a 
permanent and impressive headquarters 
in the fort area of Bangalore. 


Each school should have a regular 
Scout Committee consisting of the 
Headmaster, the Sports Secretary, the 
Scoutmaster and one or two non-official 
enthusiasts. A quarter of the annual 
sports fee collections in high schools, 
middle schools and training institutions 
is required to be spent on Scouting 
activities. 


Scout Troops are exempted from pay- 
ment of charges for the occupation of 
travellers’ bungalows’ and_ inspection 
bungalows during tours and excursions. 
Scouters and Guiders are paid a monthly 
allowance for meeting incidental expenses. 


The Movement is hierarchical in 
structure starting with the tiniest of boys 
and girls (bunnys as they are called) 
upwards in graduation, from Cubs and 
Bulbuls to Scouts and Guides and Rovers 
and Rangers. 


The members of the Movement go 
through an elaborate and imaginatively 
conceived training programme. There isa 
long list of proficiency badges instituted 
with a view to developing in each boy or 
girl a taste for hobbies or handicrafts. 


The badges are not intended to signify 
that he or she is a master in the craft, for 


Scouting is not a formal scheme of serious 
instruction in efficiency. The central idea 
is to get all boys and girls through a self- 
development process. 


One of the acquisitions of the 
Karnataka unit of the Bharat Scouts & 
Guides is the Besant Park, about 36 km. 
from Bangalore, a sprawling 102-acre 
complex which has become the nerve 
centre of Scouting camps as a training 
venue. 


A later acquisition is the Kondajji 
camp in the Chitradurga District. A land- 
mark in the history of the Movement in the 
State is the annual State rallies, Jambo- 
rettes, as they are called. Sixteen have 
been held so far in different parts of the 
State, to provide opportunities for the 
participating Scouts and Guides to gather 
under one roof and exchange ideas and 
experiences as members of a large family. 


Courtesy -THE HINDU. Sunday Weekly Edition, 
31, August 1980 


HAPPY HOBBY 


A hobby is needed | was told, 

So | joined the Guides and was ‘enrolled‘ 
Lots to do, no time to waste, 

Each badge | tried with special care 

‘Be Prepared’ is what we say, 

And try to do this everyday. 

Ten until fourteen are our ages, 

Together we got through on different ages 
lam nearly fourteen and | am feeling 

As my time draws nearer to become 


~From 7o-day's Guide 


Meeting of the Assistant State 
Organising Commissioners 


A two-day meeting of all the Assistant 
State Organising Commissioners (S and G) 
was held at the Scout and Guide Camp at 
Kondajji on the 28th and 29th August 
1980. The two State Organising Commis- 
sioners, Sri S. Audikesavalu and Smt. 
Hamida Rahman had planned’ and 
organised the meeting which proved to 
be a great success. . 


The meeting was inaugurated by Sri 
Kondajji Basappa, the State Chief Commis- 
sioner at 10 a.m.on the 28th August 
and all the subsequent sessions on both 
days of the meeting were chaired by Dr. 
S. B. Kausik, Headquarters Commissioner 
for Research and Development. The 
discussions at the sessions were ably 
guided by him and Sri K. B. Nanjappa, 
State Training Commissioner (S). 


In his inaugural address the State 
Chief Commissioner stressed on the need 
for improvement, both in quality and in 
quantity, and asked the Assistant State 
Organising Commissioners to discuss the 
problems in this context and help in draw- 
ing a Ten-Year Development Plan for the 
State to bring about all-round improvement 
and expansion of Scouting and Guiding. 


During the working sessions of the 
meeting following inauguration, the 
activities of the District Associations were 
reviewed in detail and it was felt that 


these activities were not quite adequate 
at present and the field staff should there- 
fore, exert themselves to their utmost 
to bring about more activities for the 
Scouts and Guides. In this connection 
the Headquarters Commissioner (R and D) 
presented his report prepared on behalf of 
the Research and Development Cell and 
Suggested that the Assistant State 
Organising Commissioners who are the 
field staff of the Movement should explore 
all possibilities to bring about an all-round 
development of the Movement throughout 
the State. The State Organising Commis- 
sioners (S and G) next presented compara- 
tive statements and relevant data showing 
the number of schools in the State, the 
number of schools with active Scout and 
Guide units and the total number of 
school-going children of different age 
groups. A review of these statements 
revealed the fact that we have so far 
achieved only a little and much, therefore, 
remains to be done to spread Scouting and 
Guiding to all the schools in the State. 
The Assistant State Organising Commis. 
sioners were then asked to sit together in 
groups and prepare tentative plans to 
bring about the much-needed improvement 
in numbers and also in quality on the 
basis of the working data which they had 
now received at the sessions. A Ten- 
Year Development Plan of Scouting and 
Guiding was drawn up after several hours 
of discussions. 


Sri A.D. Anandan, the State Secre- 
tary presided over the concluding session 
of the two-day meeting at5 p.m. onthe 
29th August. Earlier, Sri K. B. Shanmu- 
khappa, the State Treasurer also joined us 
and participated in the deliberations. He 
suggested several ways of improving the 
financial resources of the District Associa- 
tions and pointed out how the Assistant 
State Organising Commissioners may take 
the lead in this work. He also suggested 


All the participants at the meeting felt 
that the discussions were fair and free and 
that the Assistant State Organising Com- 
missioners had an opportunity to express 
the many problems connected with their 
work frankly and in precise terms. The 
meeting achieved its purpose in a very 
fruitful way. 


S. Audikesavalu 
State Organising Commissioner (S) 


to them to devote more time for strengthen- 
ing Scouting and Guiding in the Districts 
and in the State. 


International Year of the Disabled Persons 


The following is extracted from the Official Magazine of the National 
Headquarters of the Bharat Scouts & Guides, New Delhi: 


Preparations at the National Headquarters are under way for the celebration of 
the International Year of the Disabled Persons, 1981. The National Headquarters is 
trying tobring out a blueprint of its own within the framework of the United Nation‘s 


Resolution. 


Sardar Laxman Singh, Chief Commissioner for India (Scouts), who is in 
overall charge of this project says, ‘‘We are already in the field throughout the country 
by either taking the disabled in the units of normal children or by having Scout/Guide 
units in institutions for the disabled. We now plan in 1980 to reach still greater 
numbers by training grassroot workers....”’ 


It has been planned, as a first step in this direction, to conduct, four 
fegional camps for adult leaders at Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta and Bangalore, in each of 
which about fifty prospective adult leaders, preferably from institutions for the disabled 


will receive training. , 
~Editor 


Tune into Radio Scouting 
The 23rd worldwide JAMBOREE-ON-THE-AIR-JOTA will be held during October 
this year. This is an International Scouting friendship event which will take place on 


the 18th and 19th October. Mr. L. F. Jarrett (HB7S) who is based in Geneva, Switzer- 
land, is the World Organiser for the 23rd JOTA. 
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The Advancement (Badge) System 


Baden-Powell instituted a badge 
system in Scouting because of the basic 
human desire to achieve and to be 
recognized. The pattern for achieving 
“’status’’ in Scouting is geared to the needs, 
the aspirations, the activities and interests 
that appear to the youth of Scouting age 
and to the nature of the group whose 
opinion is important to them. The plan 
involves a_ series of recognitions for 
achievement within the framework of the 
programme training the boy along the 
objectives of the Scout movement. Badges 
then become the stimulus for a quality 
Programme and the symbols of achieve- 
ment for participating in it. This true 
learning experience highlights the values 
and attitudes of Scouting’s fundamental 
principles. Badges should notbe achieved 
for the sake of quantity alone or becoming 
ends rather than means. ‘’Therecognition 
plan (or badge scheme) helps to attract 
the youth to the Scout Movement and 
stimulates participation in a well-rounded 
Scouting experience by appealing to their 
natural desire to achieve and to’ be 
recognised. It caters to individual tasks by 
providing incentives (recognition badges) 
for progressing along the lines suggested 
by the Scout's particular interests and 
abilities. The emphasis should be on 
individual accomplishment or achievement 
and/or participation in group tasks/projects/ 
work, It measures the extent to which the 
youth have been helpfully guided and 
motivated through the successive Stages of 
a Scouting experience. It also measures 
the success of the Scout unitin stimulating 


ees 


youth interest and encouraging progressive 
Participation in the programme. 


Principles of 
Scout Advancement 
(The Badge System) 


* Advancement and recognition are the 
natural outcome of the activities related 
to the unit and section programme. 


* Advancement is fundamentally a 
recognition of what youth is able to do, 
nota reward for what he has done. 


* Advancement is a means to the achieve- 
ment of an objective, not an end in 
itself. 


* “Learning by doing” is essentially the 
Scout method. 


* Advancement is preparation to serve. 


* Advancement is motivated from within, 
not from without. 


* The personal characteristics of youth 


are an indispensable element in 


advancement. 


* — Each youth progresses at his own rate 
of speed in terms of ambition, time 
and ability. 


Taking all things into consideration, 
it is desirable to retain a Badge (Advance- 
ment/Progress) Scheme in _ Scouting, 
However, it is necessary to examine the 
basic principles on which it is designed 
and to try to keep it in its correct perspective 
as an aid to the individual development 
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of the boy. The exact design of the 
Badge Scheme must be examined sepa- 
rately for each age group. The following 
are the characteristics of a sound Badge 
Scheme : 


Basic Characteristic of a Badge 
(Award) Scheme 


* It should be attractive and challenging 
to the Scouts. 


* It should lead to worthwhile experi- 
ences which are not readily or suffici- 
ently available to the boy through his 
home or school. 


* It should lead to a choice from a wide 
range of activities including opportu- 
nities for adventure and exploration, 
both in-doors and out-doors. 


* |It should provide a balance between 
knowledge and practical experience 
and lead to ‘‘all-round’’ development 
of the Scouts. 


* It should encourage the full use of the 
structure and methods appropriate to 
the Section. 


Other Characteristics of a Badge 
(Award) Scheme 


a. It should permit a Scout to 
enter a stage commensurate with his 
age group and his corresponding 
Capacities. 


b. It should permit a Scout to change 
his path through the scheme as his 
interests change. 


c. It should be structured so that each 
increment of achievement can _ be 
recognised. 


d. It should be so designed so that the 
average Scout can complete a stage 
(badge rank) within twelve to 
eighteen months. 


The items (reuqirements) in the scheme 
should be useful to the Scout-either 
directly (e. g., provide him with 
useful knowledge) or indirectly (e.g., 
widen his horizon; put him in 
situations which will help him to 
develop socially). 


The items (requirements) should 
involve a minimum of instruction and 
examination and place more emphasis 
on doing things, making creating 
things participating in worthwhile 
activities, going places, etc. 


Many items should involve more than 
One Scout, and preferably a small 
group (patrol or ad hoc group, etc). 


Some items should require only active 
participation. 


Some items should require the boy to 
work by himself. 


Some items should require the attaine 
ment of an ‘‘absolute’’ standard, 
preferably one which is recognised 
by a body outside the Scout Associa- 
tion (e. g., Scout First Aid require- . 
ments vis-a-vis the Red Cross or its 
equivalent organisation). 


Some items should have self-set 
standards. 


Advantages of Establishing a 
Badge System 


a. 


It provides a sense of challenge or 
tangible goals for a developing youth 
to try himself against. 


It provides recognition for a person in 
the eyes of his peers, and perhaps 
over a wiser society/community. 


It provides a cue to programming, 
provided that the scheme reflects the 
entire basis of the programme. 


Disadvantages of a 

Badge System 

a. !tcan become an obsession: too many 
leaders (and perhaps even among 
Scouts themselves) consider ‘‘test- 
Ppassing"’ to be the chief aim of Scout- 
ing—which it is not. 

b. If ‘’test-passing’’ becomes a dominant 
desire, then coaching by adults tends 
to supersede the slower way of learn- 
ing together in petrols ; thus the Patrol 
Method suffers. Scouting then 
becomes classwork instead of a 
desirable group experience of living 
and learning together. 


c. Failure to earn badges can sometimes 
make Scouts and their leaders feel 
inadequate—even if the Unit may be 
operating an interesting, purposeful 
and varied programme of Scouting 
without badge-earning incorporated 
in it. 

d. Scouting may gradually become 
: equated with the skills and activities 
covered by a set of basic tests so that 
either the basis of Scouting is thereby 
IImited, or the texts must be expanded 
and thus appear unattainable. 


Test/Requirement Standards 


Some standards of achievement must 
be absolute. Absolute standards are 


(Contd. from page 2) 

The Workshop then split into separate 
working groups according to the Districts 
and began discussing the plans for their 
respective District Associations to bring 
about improvements both in quality and 
in numbers of the Scouts and Guides in 
their areas. The Assistant State Organising 
Commissioners, who had already prepared 
materials for discussion during their two- 
day meeting earlier helped these groups 
in drawing up their plans in an objective 
manner. 


necessary for some tests (e.g., those related 
to the safety of the Scout and others). 
Some standards, particularly for the older 
age groups, should be the qualifications of 
“outside’’ bodies (e. g., The Red Cross/ 
Red Crescent or St. John’s Ambulance 
Brigade, etc., vis-a-vis our First Aid re- 
quirements). Thus, the achievement 
earned by the Scout gains recognition in 
the wider sense or the world at large—not 
just within the Scout Association. 


For some standards, however, require- 
ments can be flexible and should relate 
more to the effort expended by the boy. 
Generally, an individual youth's age 
should not prevent his Participation or 
earning a given badge. Scouting must 
accept individual variations in Capability, 
aptitude and physical capacities. For the 
older age groups, there would be 
advantages in having standards in some 


. items which are mutually set by prior 


discussion between the (Scout) applicant 
and the (adult) examiner. It is here where 
in most cases, the ‘Scout's best’’, based 
on real effort, should be the standard. 
Some Scouts who are brighter may perform 
better than another who is not as bright. 
However, active participation must be 
required from both and from all. | 
-World Scout Bureau 
Asia-Pacific Region 
ieee Nica a 2 ic ee 


After a brief lunch-break, the Commis- 
Sioners and Secretaries re-assembled to 
finalise their group reports and present them 
at the plenary session of the Workshop. 
The post-lunch session was presided over 
by Smt. Lalitha Krishnaswamy, the Joint 
State Secretary. The group leaders 
presented their reports at this session which 
concluded at 6 p.m. after a really hard 
day's work. 

A. D. Anandan 
State Secretary 
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News, Views and Notes 


Guide Section shifted to 
Shanthi Gruha 


The Office of the Guide Section, 
Bharat Scouts & Guides, is shifted to 
“Shanthi Gruha,’’ No. 39, Palace Road, 
Bangalore-560001 with effect from the 
10th September 1980. 


All correspondence of the Guide 
Section may please be sent to the Joint 
State Secretary at the address given 
below. The institutions having Guide 
Units are also informed to send the 
Unit Registration of the Guide Groups to 


the Joint State Secretary at the same 


address. 


The Joint State Secretary, 

Bharat Scouts & Guides (Guide Section) 
‘No. 39, ‘’Shanthi Gruha’’, 

Palace Road, 

Bangalore-560 001 


Mew Appointments 


Dr. S. Shankar, Professor and Head 
of the Department of Radiology, Govern- 
ment General Hospital, Gulbarga, is 
appointed as District Commissioner(Scouts) 
for Gulbarga District. 
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Sri B. Armugam Hindu correspondent, 
K.G.F. has been appointed as District 
Commissioner (Scouts) for Kolar South 
District. 


Sri R. Venkanna, Assistant Master, 
Government Girls’ High School, Bellary, is 
appointed as Assistant State Organising 
Commissioner (Scouts) for Bellary District. 
He will have jurisdiction over the revenue 
districts of Bellary and Raichur. 


Independence Day Parade 


The Chikmagalur District Association 
reports that the Cubs, Bulbuls, Scouts and 
Guides participated in the Independence 
Day Parade for the first time. These units 
came from the Mountain View School and 
from the St. Joseph’s Convent Higher 
Primary School ‘and the St. Joseph‘s 
Convent. The Scout unit from the Mountain 
View School and the Guide Company from 
the St. Joseph’s Convent bagged two 
prizes for smartness and performance at 
the Parade. Sri A. Rajagopala Rao, 
Assistant State Organising Commissioner 
(Scouts) and a member of the Parade 
Committee assisted the participating 
units. 


Social Service by 
Scouts and Guides 


Scouts and Guides of Bellary collected 
Rs. 581 from the public for the welfare 
fund of the blind. 


Scouts and Guides of L. M. T. School, 
Wardlaw High School and St. John’s High 
School, Bellary, along with their Scouters 
and Guiders sold Teachers’ Day Flags 
worth Rs. 150-00 at the Railway Station 
and Bus Stand on the 5th September 1980 
and handed over the collections to the 
Deputy Director of Public Instruction. 
Bellary, to be utilised for the welfare of the 
teachers. 
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lranian Scouting 


The Secretary-General of the World 
Scout Bureau visited Iran recently and 
reached an agreement on the reintegra- 
tion of Iranian Scouting in the International 
Scene. A contingent of 17 boys will 
Participate in the forthcoming Asia Pacific 
Jamboree to be held in Australia. The 
new Iranian Government has respected all 
the properties of Iranian Scouting, includ- 
ing the Teheran Headquarters and the 
Jamborese site near Neishabour. 


Gur Loss 


Many of our stalwarts of yester years 
have left us recently and have created a 
void which is hard to fill. At the last 
Gilwell Reunion held in Besant Park, 
Dodballapur, brief references were made 
to these departed members of our Move- 
ment, Commander K. B. Godrej, Deputy 
Chief Commissioner for India of the former 
Boy Scouts Association in India who 
played a great role during the merger 
meetings of the former Scout and Guide 
associations inthe country, Sri T. Kothanda-- 
ram Mudaliar, a veteran leader who 
worked in various capacities in the Tamil 
Nadu State Association, Sri G. V. Rama 
Rao, State Secretary, Bharat Scouts & 
Guides, Andhra Pradesh, who were such 
good friends of our State Association, and 
in our own State, Sri S. R. Dovlur, one of 
our oldest members who was always ready 
for service, true to our Motto of being 
“helpful to other people at all times’’, and 
who played a great part in the ARP work 
during those dark days of World War II. 


LT ener 
The Founder's Day Prayer 
This prayer, written by Michael Holings and Etta Gullick, was read at the 
Founder's Day Services in Westminister Abbey and at St. Margeret’s, Westminister 


Lord help me to understand people who are different from me, 
People who have a different way of life 


Whether they are black or white, 


Russian or Chinese or simply coming from 


other parts of the British Isles. 


It is hard to appreciate their customs, their food, 


Whether it be haggis or curry. 


Colour and language make the difficulties clearer. 
But is often isn’t easy for a Northerner or 
Southerner in England to appreciate each other. 


So help us to break down any barrier 


Which keeps us from your children who are 


Different from us. 


From SCOUTING 
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Nation Building—An Indian Experience 


Extending about 2,000 miles from North to South and 1,790 miles from East to 
West, India with a population of over 640 million people has 14 official Janguages and 
1,652 dialects. Some of the major languages are Hindi, Bengali, Urdu, Punjabi, 
Gujarati, Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam. In fact each of the States in India has its own 
language and a culture that presents a mozaic picture that is affected by the different 
religions, viz., Hinduism, Jainism, Sikhism, Buddhism, Islam, Christianity and Zoroastri- 
anism. All this gives India the culture that reflects ‘Unity in Diversity.’’ 


To help build unity and fraternal feelings between the young people in the 
various parts of India and to give them an opportunity to understand and experience at 
closer quarters, by habits, language and cultural heritage of the areas other than their 
own, the Bharat Scouts and Guides have introduced the concept of National Integration 
Camps for the Scouts and Guides. 


Such camps are being held, three times a year at regional level for groups of 
States and which are attended by 200 to 300 Scouts and Guides from 7 to 9 States ata 
time. These camps are organised under ideal camp conditions. The Scouts and Guides 
participate in a programme that is educational, interesting and a practical manifestation of 
“Unity in Diversity.’ 


The States represented in the camp prepare a special programme everyday, and 
this programme revolves round one particular state. The Scouts and Guides concerned 
On this day put up an exhibition of their crafts, and display some of these for the benefit 
of others. A display is given of folk songs, folk dances depicting the culture and tradition 
of the people of the State. The group prepares meals typical of their State, wears the 
costume/dress of the State and generally acquaints the fellow campers with the life, habits 
agriculture, industries, handicrafts, social customs and the language. 


By the end of the camp the Scouts and Guides through this happy experience, 
have not only gained an insight on the various facets of the life and culture of their 
brothers and sisters from other states. They have also made friendships with each other 
which they try to maintain through correspondence, 


These camps bring into reality the concept of social cohesion amongst the young 
people of different languages, social customs, and religion and help them to achieve an 
integrated national consciousness. 


Courtesy—World Scouting News lettey 
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Scouters’-Guiders’- Indaba 


Reference: Circular No. PEI. Mis. 12/80-81, dated 
24-9-1980, from the Commissioner for Public 
Instruction in Karnataka 


The Bharat Scouts and Guides in Karnataka, Bangalore, has proposed 
to hold a Conference-cum-Workshop of Scouters and Guiders from 11-10-1980 
to 15-10-1980 at Besant Park, Doddaballapur, Bangalore District. 


Hence all the Joint Directors and Deputy Directors are hereby 
requested to issue instructions to the heads of Institutions under their contro} to 
depute the Scouters and Guiders who hold valid warrants and whose Units 


are registered /renewed to participate in the conference. 


Further the expenditure, i. e., registration fee and to and fro charges 
(actual) should be met out only from the percentage fixed to Scouts and Guides, 
out of the current years Sports fund. The absence including the journey days 
of the participants of the said conference may be treated as 0.0.D. and they 


should produce attendance certificate. 
This should be treated as most urgent. 
Please Note Change of Dates 


The Indaba (Scouters and Guiders Conference-cum- workshop) 


proposed to be held at Besant Park, Doddaballapur, will be held from the 4th 
to the 8th December 1980, instead of 11th to the 15th October 1980 as 
announced earlier. 


Registered as a Magazine Reg. No. K.BR.N.B. 38 


“INDABA” Conference-cum-Workshop of 
Scouters and Guiders 


The State Level ‘INDABA’ and Conference-cum-Workshop of 
Scouters and Guiders proposed to be held from 11th to 15th October 1980 
has been postponed due to unavoidable circumstances. The same will 
now be held during December 1980. The details are as follows :— 


Dates : Ath to 8th December 1980. 

Venue : Besant Park, Doddaballapur. 

Who can attend : All the Warranted Scouters and Guiders 
in the State. 

Object of the Workshop : To plan Annual Programme for the units. 

Boarding & Lodging : The State Headquarters will provide 
Boarding and Lodging. 

Registration fee : Rs. 15 per head. The Registration fee 


should be sent to the Warden, Besant Park, 
Doddaballapur, on or before 15th November 
1980. 


Travel expenses : The Travel Expenses (actual) and the 
Registration fee may be met out of the 
current year allotment of Scout/Guide funds 
of the schools concerned as per the D. P. |. 
Memo No. PEI. Misc. 12/80-81, dated 
24-9-1980. The absence is also treated as 
“OOD’ as per the above memo. 


Date of arrival : All the Scouters and Guiders are expend 
to report at Besant Park on 4th December 
71980 before 17 a.m. 


What to bring : Scout/Guide Uniform, 
Change of Clothes, 
y = Bedding, 
mh ef Plate and Mug, 


Reference Books, 

A. P. R. O. Part Il for Scouters 
A. P. R. O. Part Ill for Guiders, 
Training Notes, etc. 


Last date of Rggistration : 15th November 1980. 
afi 
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